WHAT YOU WILL NEED:
· ISOs or DVDs of the operating systems that you plan to integrate
· imagex.exe (can be found for download on the web, or you can download the full 1.7 GB WAIK here)
· computer running Vista or newer operating system 64-bit preferably (XP should work but I have not tested it)
STEP 1: Extract the operating system files
Take your various ISO files or DVDs and copy their contents into subfolders on your hard drive – in my case I have Windows 7 x86, Windows 7 x64, and Windows 2008 R2, so I created folders called C:\win7, C:\win764, and C:\win2008r2
STEP 2: Browse the WIM files and extract the desired editions
We will be working with the x86 version of Windows 7 since this works on x86 and x64 bit machines.
Open a WAIK command prompt, or browse to whatever folder you downloaded imagex.exe to within an administrative level command prompt. Start by running the following command:
imagex.exe /info C:\win7\sources\install.wim
This will display a big verbose mess that, once you parse through it, lists out all the editions embedded in the WIM file (and their associated index #). Most default Microsoft WIMs will have multiple editions – in this case the ones in the Windows 7 x86 WIM boil down to:
· 1 Starter
· 2 Home Basic
· 3 Home Premium
· 4 Professional
· 5 Ultimate
Since Starter edition is basically worthless, I only want editions 2-5 in my custom WIM file, so I run these commands one after another:
imagex.exe /export C:\win7\sources\install.wim 2 C:\install.wim “Windows 7 HOMEBASIC (x86)” /compress maximum
imagex.exe /export C:\win7\sources\install.wim 3 C:\install.wim “Windows 7 HOMEPREMIUM (x86)” /compress maximum
imagex.exe /export C:\win7\sources\install.wim 4 C:\install.wim “Windows 7 PROFESSIONAL (x86)” /compress maximum
imagex.exe /export C:\win7\sources\install.wim 5 C:\install.wim “Windows 7 ULTIMATE (x86)” /compress maximum
I now have an install.wim file in the root of my C drive that contains only the editions I specified in these commands. Next, I want to integrate Windows 7 x64 so I repeat the above steps using the win764 path instead of win7. You will notice that the x64 version of Windows 7 has no Starter edition, so the index numbers are not the same as the x86 source! Also, since just about any machine new enough to run x64 is likely new enough to handle Aero graphics, I don’t bother with integrating the Home Basic version of x64 into my WIM – so I only add Home Premium, Professional, and Ultimate.
Do the same for the versions of Windows 2008 R2 that you would like in the image.
Copy the install.wim file from the C drive to the c:\win7 folder replacing the wim file. Delete the ei.cfg file from c:\win7.
Last step is annoying but required for Windows 2008 R2 integration
Copy the folder c:\windows2008r2\licenses to c:\win7\licenses allow the 2 folders to merge. This is required for the EULA agreement.
Now you need to merge the license files between win7 and win2008r2 in the boot image by mounting the images.
imagex.exe /mountrw C:\win7\sources\boot.wim 2 C:\mount_7
imagex.exe /mount C:\win2008r2\sources\boot.wim 2 C:\mount_2008
Once this is done, copy the C:\mount_2008 license directory to the C:\mount_7 directory and allow to merge.
Then run
imagex.exe /unmount C:\mount_2008
imagex.exe /unmount /commit C:\mount_7
Now your disk is ready to burn. You can delete the win764 and win2008r2 directories.
To make an iso for the install disk run the following
Oscdimg.exe –u2 –o –bC:\win7\boot\etfsboot.com C:\win7\ C:\AIO.iso
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